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Interdisciplinary discussion
Exploring themes & issues around 

autism & education research 
Sharing ideas & resources

Digging deeper into connections 
between research and practice

2020-21 highlights

Publications
● Autism and culture FERSA 

blog collection with seven 
perspectives on exploring 
challenges and opportunities 
for a culturally diverse 
research community 
https://fersacambridge.com/?s=Autism+and+Culture 

Discussions
● Why is reflexivity so 

important for autism 
education research?

● How can we ensure that our 
research contributes to 
autistic community 
priorities?

● Linking with policy-makers
● Medical versus social 

considerations of  disability
● Autism services in different 

settings (HICs - LMICs)
● How do early intervention 

practices align with a 
neurodiversity framework?

Julie Bailey, PhD Student  (jb658@cam.ac.uk)
Inclusion, Engagement and Neurodiversity: working with autistic university 
students on validation of a new self-report measure of learning engagement.

Mélanie Gréaux, PhD Student  (mg696@cam.ac.uk)
Disability & Linguistic and Cultural Diversity: Inclusive access to healthcare 
services by autistic children and their families.

Vicky Yiran Zhao, PhD Student  (yz462@cam.ac.uk)
The concurrent and longitudinal relations between different types of early-year 
pretend play abilities and structural language outcomes for both autistic and 
non-autistic children

Stephanie Nowack, PhD Student  (skn39@cam.ac.uk)
Exploring foundation phase teachers’ beliefs and practices around playful 
learning for children on the autism spectrum in South Africa.

Read our 
FERSA blog

Find out more or 
join our group

email: 
jb658@cam.ac.uk

Leoni Boyle, Undergraduate  Student (lb778@cam.ac.uk)
 Exploring autism in Vietnam through analysing existing social stigmas surrounding 
autism, which can then inform routes for reconceptualising autism in Vietnam.

Bethany Jones, Research Assistant in the Faculty of Education at Cambridge 
University and the Institute of Cognitive  Neuroscience at University College 
London.

Hannah Ackom-Mensah, EdD Student (ha404@cam.ac.uk)
Improving the communication and language of autistic pre-schoolers in Ghana 
and within Ghanaian communities in the UK with digital technology.

Ana Laura Trigo Clapés, PhD Student (alt56@cam.ac.uk)
How  autistic students placed in mainstream classrooms participate in class 
discussions and how teachers can support their participation dialogically.

Emma Pritchard,  PhD Student (ejp81@cam.ac.uk)
Reframing autistic play and its role in autism diagnostic assessment: Towards a 
strengths-based approach

Samantha Friedman, PhD Student (saf64@cam.ac.uk)
Investigating the impact of access, engagement, and connection to nature 
(e.g. through Forest School) on autistic and neurotypical children.

https://fersacambridge.com/?s=Autism+and+Culture
mailto:jb658@cam.ac.uk

